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CITY PROJECT 2025

NEON commissions Alexandros Tzannis for NEON City Project 2025
Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise Installation

Curator: Galini Noti

Old Quarry, Philopappos Hill, Athens

25 November — 21 December 2025

An old quarry on the Philopappos Hill southern slope comes to life this winter as NEON presents the installation
Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise by Alexandros Tzannis, from November 25 to December 21, 2025, curated by
Galini Noti.

The exhibition is organized in collaboration with GREEN ATHENS | National Garden — Acropolis Hills an entity of
the City of Athens which is responsible for managing the natural landscape and historical character of the
National Garden and the archaeological site of the Western Acropolis Hills.

This new commission to Alexandros Tzannis is presented as part of NEON City Project 2025, an annual initiative
conceived and commissioned by NEON to a Greek artist for the creation of a new work to be exhibited in a public
space for a specific time period. The aim of the programme that has been running since 2014, is to activate
public and historical places through contemporary art, contributing to the interaction of art, society and the city.

The installation

Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise by Alexandros Tzannis takes place in the old Quarry on the Philopappos Hill
southern slope. Architects Bouki Babalou-Noukaki and Antonis Noukakis designed an infrastructure for outdoor
sculpture exhibitions on this site as part of the unification of the archaeological sites of Athens in 2003. They
created an open structure, a space intended to host art and people, which ultimately was never used for its



original purpose. The structure is anchored in the rock and Tzannis' sculpture attaches itself to it, subconsciously
reactivating its original function as a space for outdoor sculpture exhibitions.

Curator Galini Noti notes: “Alexandros Tzannis" work focuses on the city—on the layers of materials and
histories that form this heterogeneous entity. The urban environment is constantly evolving, and his works
explore these mutations. They behave like living organisms: growing and adapting to the spaces they inhabit
while transforming them. A central aspect of his practice relates to the parasite—an organism that lives in
another organism and nourishes itself from it.

The quarry where the installation takes place, she explains, is a natural site but is also shaped by human
intervention. Starting from the archaeological site - which at this specific location does not present
archaeological findings and was used as a quarry - to the design and vision of a public space by architects
Babalou and Noukakis, Alexandros Tzannis' exhibition ‘Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise’ incorporates all
preceding traces, develops within them and builds yet another layer.”

In the exhibition Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise, the parasite sculpture surrounds the bare, skeletal structure
and inhabits it. It introduces a strict geometry through a rigid frame that forms a boundary and encloses the
space.

Tzannis' Parasites, a series of sculptures he began in 2017, adhere to the structural elements of urban buildings,
acting as signs of life and adaptation to the environment. Composed primarily of iron and magnets, they form a
cluster of materials and relationships. They redefine the relation between parasite and host, recognising both
organisms as equally important and mutually dependent.

For this installation, the artist casts parts of the alfalfa plant, which is scattered across the hill. It appears dry,
but it is not. It enters autumn dormancy and begins to grow again when favourable conditions return. It misleads
us, yet it also reminds us of the life cycle that passes through death.

The base of the sculpture encases sunken sweatshirts, a reference to rave culture and the parties of the 1990s.
Some of these parties took place in the quarry on Philopappos Hill. It is echoed in the frozen clothes, held in a
frame that seems fluid but has solidified.

The exhibition'’s title Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise takes us to the end of the party at dawn, to the end of the
dream upon awakening.

Through the City Project, NEON aims to present contemporary artworks in historical and public locations,
fostering deeper dialogue between art, urban environments, and civic life. Previous commissions within the
program include: Iris Touliatou at the National Hellenic Research Foundation (2024), Dionisis Kavallieratos at the
Odeon of Herodes Atticus in the framework of the Athens and Epidaurus Festival (2020), Panos Kokkinias in an
abandoned office space at 4 Sofokleous Street in Athens (2019), Andreas Lolis at the British School at Athens
(2018), Kostis Velonis at the residence at 11 Kaplanon Street (2017), Zafos Xagoraris in a parking lot behind the
historic Athinaion theatre (2016), Maria Loizidou at the Archaeological Site and the Kerameikos Museum (2015)
and Aemilia Papaphilippou at the Ancient Agora of Athens (2014).



NEON City Project 2025 | Alexandros Tzannis

Athens Dies In Dreams At Sunrise

Curator: Galini Noti

Old Quarry, Philopappos Hill, Athens (map - entrance from Panetoliou & Orlof Street)
Duration: 25 November - 21 December 2025

Opening | 25 November, 5:00 — 10:00 pm

Opening Hours | The space is accessible free-of-charge throughout the day.

Free Entrance

Guided tours
With the artist Alexandros Tzannis | 11 December | 6:30 PM
With the curator Galini Noti | 4, 18 December | 6:30 PM

Registration required via https://neon.org.gr/gr/event/quided-tours-neon-city-project-2025-2/

Information neon.org.gr

NOTES TO EDITOS

Alexandros Tzannis (b. in Athens in 1979) lives and works in Athens. His practice acts as a collage, a
composition of seemingly contrasting narratives that perform resilience in inactive frameworks, resistance in
memory persistence, mappings in lands unknown.

He has participated in multiple solo and group exhibitions in Greece and abroad, the most recent ones include:
States in Concept, KADIST, Paris, France (2018); Tidal Ground, Lulea Biennial 2018, Norrbotten, Sweden (2018);
Portals, former Public Tobacco Factory, Athens (2021); 38,0025-23,7374, Papigion Projects, Athens (2022); This
Current Between Us, Historic Electric Steam Power Station of Neo Faliro, Athens (2023); Summer, Spring, Winter,
Autumn, G. & E. Vati Art Hall, Hermoupolis, Syros (2023).

Galini Noti (b. in Athens in 1980) is a curator based in Athens and has worked with NEON since 2020. She
curated Iris Touliatou's Before and after science at the National Hellenic Research Foundation as part of NEON's
City Project 2024. She also works independently, with recent projects including the Nikos Velmos (1890-1930).
Drawings exhibition at Radio Athenes (2023) and Statues that don't move, don't speak, don't laugh in three public
squares in Athens (2020).

GREEN ATHENS | National Garden — Acropolis Hills an entity of the City of Athens is responsible for the
environmental management and protection of the National Garden—an oasis of rare flora and a landmark of


https://maps.app.goo.gl/CGKXWnp8rJwDMspj9
https://neon.org.gr/gr/event/guided-tours-neon-city-project-2025-2/
http://www.neon.org.gr/

landscape architecture designed in the European tradition of the 19th century. The Garden was designated a
Historic Site by the Ministry of Culture in 2011 and recognized as a Cultural Monument of Europe by the
International Committee of Historic Gardens and Cultural Sites. The archaeological and historical park of the
Western Acropolis Hills—including Philopappos Hill, the Pnyx, and the Hill of Nymphs—is a significant cultural
landscape combining ancient sites with extensive natural greenery, ideal for walking and recreation.

NEON is a nonprofit organization that works to bring contemporary culture closer to everyone. It is committed to
broadening the appreciation, understanding, and creation of contemporary art in Greece and to the firm belief
that this is a key tool for growth and development. NEON,

founded in 2013 by collector and entrepreneur Dimitris Daskalopoulos, breaks with the convention that limits the
contemporary art foundation of a collector to a single place.

NEON's space is the city. It acts on a multitude of initiatives, spaces, and civic and social contexts. It seeks to
expose the ability contemporary art has to stimulate, inspire, and affect the individual and society at large. NEON
constructively collaborates with cultural institutions and supports the programs of public and private institutions
to enhance increased access and inventive interaction with contemporary art.
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