
A major body of important contemporary artworks from the D.Daskalopoulos Collection will be donated to 4 muse-
ums, in 3 countries over 2 continents to create a pioneering network of collaborations and synergies.

A private collection will become a resource for the public benefit through leading institutions in Athens, Chicago, 
New York and the United Kingdom.

Over 350 works by 142 artists from the Collection are to be gisted, including 140 to EMST, around 100 jointly to the 
Guggenheim and MCA Chicago, and 110 to Tate.
 

Started in 1994, the D.Daskalopoulos Collection is today an extended yet focused collection of contemporary art by leading 
international and Greek artists. The artworks included in the Collection are drawn from the artistic practice of recent decades 
and focus on the human body as a source of creativity and the vessel of existential, social and ideological struggle. The 
Collection’s inner compass is orientated towards the most elemental and universal issues of the human condition. The 
Collection gives particular prominence to large scale installations and sculptures, as well as drawing, collage, film and 
video.
 
Exhibitions of the D.Daskalopoulos Collection have taken place at the Whitechapel Gallery, London (2010-2011); 
Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao (2011) and Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh (2012-2013).

Important artists in the Collection include; Marina Abramović, Kutluğ Ataman, Matthew Barney, Louise Bourgeois, Vlassis 
Caniaris, Helen Chadwick, Paul Chan, Bruce Conner, Abraham Cruzvillegas, Robert Gober, David Hammons, Mona Hatoum, 
Isaac Julien, Jannis Kounellis, Stathis Logothetis, Sarah Lucas, Paul McCarthy, Steve McQueen, Ana Mendieta, Marisa Merz, 
Annette Messager, Wangechi Mutu, Ernesto Neto, Rivane Neuenschwander, Cornelia Parker, Pipilotti Rist, Dieter Roth, Doris 
Salcedo, Kiki Smith and Paul Thek.

For almost 30 years, Dimitris Daskalopoulos has stood with a sense of responsibility to share art with the wider public, in 
an attempt to express his deep admiration for human creativity and his belief that art can inspire people and create a social 
consciousness. He has been very active in the artworld by donating to museums and supporting exhibitions and also 
through the open lending policy of the Collection and the creation of NEON, a foundation that shares contemporary art with 
a Greek audience.

“My interest in art has not been limited to the framework of building a collection. Its main characteristic has been the 
constant pursuit of being in touch with the beauty of art and the joy and inspiration that this contact brings” Dimitris 
Daskalopoulos.

“I believe that collectors bear a responsibility towards the artworks in their collection and their artists: collectors are 
beholden to attend to the future of their collection with the same care and attention they invested in creating it. Art takes its 
meaning and exerts its influence only through its interaction with the public. This has led to my decision to gist the better part 
of my collection to important contemporary art museums, so that they are cared for and preserved for future generations, 
so that the works are accessible to a broad audience, and so that they will remain in dialogue with the art of the future. This 
act transforms a private collection into a public resource” Dimitris Daskalopoulos.

The D.Daskalopoulos Collection Gist will create a strong synergy between the MCA Chicago and the Guggenheim to care for 
and present the jointly gisted artworks. It will also strengthen the international collaboration between EMST and Tate, as they 
share expertise to create a cultural exchange between their two institutions and lend works nationally and internationally.

The D.Daskalopoulos Collection Gist will be accompanied by the creation of a network of curators, including a new dedicated 
post at Tate, a new shared post at the Guggenheim and MCA Chicago and also curatorial support to administer and share 
the Gist at EMST, which will help embed the Gist within the work of each institution.
Through these new posts and the support of the institutions, the Gist will be shared widely with audiences through 
international displays as well as through their global online reach. The institutions will also be able to draw on the wide 
variety of artworks in the Gist for future education and learning programmes to deepen audience engagement.

Dr Lina Mendoni, the Hellenic Minister of Culture and Sports, said: "Aster decades of anticipation, two years ago Athens 
inaugurated its own Museum of Contemporary Art, filling a large gap in the city’s museum landscape. Today, EMST 
welcomes a unique donation from Dimitris Daskalopoulos, a collector with a deep knowledge and love for contemporary art. 

The donation, which is comprised of dozens of works, both substantially strengthens the collections of EMST, and also be 
able to begin valuable synergies and collaborations with them. As such, the donation not only concerns the Museum and the 
field of culture, but also impacts the city itself, indirectly enhancing the competitiveness of its cultural services.
Setting aside his passion for collecting, Dimitris Daskalopoulos prioritises his contribution to the people of Athens and to 
society as a whole. Art is a universal language, and cultural artefacts gain added value through their contact with the public. 
In industrialised societies, value creation depends on restricted access to resources. Social capital, however, depends on 
education, presumed access to art, and the democratisation of culture.
By offering his personal collection to four leading contemporary art museums, Daskalopoulos acts as a catalyst to the 
transformation and the transition of these private works to public goods, accessible to us and the next generations. The 
Ministry of Culture and Sports expresses its immense gratitude to Dimitris Daskalopoulos."

Richard Armstrong, Director of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum and Foundation said: "Over his distinguished 
philanthropic career, Dimitris Daskalopoulos has demonstrated a belief in the power of art to expand the collective 
imagination and address issues fundamental to contemporary life.  His conviction that human creativity can strengthen civic 
life and should be freely available to all has underpinned both his innovative work with NEON and his tenure as a trustee of 
the Guggenheim Museum. This extraordinary gist from his Collection to the Guggenheim and the MCA Chicago will facilitate 
a rich expansion of the narratives that can unfold in our permanent collections.”

Dr Maria Balshaw CBE, Director of Tate, said: “This gist is an extraordinary act of generosity by Dimitris Daskalopoulos and 
it marks a significant moment for Tate’s collection. This is not only because of the large number of works involved, but also 
because of the exceptional calibre of the artists, from Louise Bourgeois to David Hammons to Mona Hatoum. Tate’s is a truly 
public collection, owned by and for the people, and these works will reach millions of visitors in our four galleries for 
generations to come. Even more importantly, our collection is a long-term resource for other museums to draw on, allowing 
us to reach even more people across the UK and the world each year.”

Katerina Gregos, Artistic Director of Greek National Museum of Contemporary Art (EMST) said: "This is the most significant 
gist in the twenty-year history of EMST in terms of both size and importance. It couldn’t come at a better moment: with Greece 
emerging from the recent debt crisis, the museum has just launched a new phase of full operation with a new artistic 
programme and a dynamic series of temporary exhibitions and events. The donation significantly enlarges and strengthens 
its existing collection holdings, further empowering the museum to fulfil its mission as the leading national institution for 
contemporary art in Greece and one of the flagship institutions in Southern Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean. We are 
indebted to Dimitris Daskalopoulos for his generosity, his trust, his civic-mindedness, and for the important contribution he 
is making towards the development of the museum." 

Madeleine Grynsztejn, Pritzker Director, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago said “Dimitris Daskalopoulos shares the 
MCA’s dedication to harnessing the art of our time as a catalyst for critical thinking, social change, and reflection, marked by 
an unwavering belief that art expands our collective imagination. This ground-breaking initiative centres collaboration 
between renowned museums on a global scale, facilitating the exchange of curatorial ideas and the invention of operational 
models, marking a new chapter in the way museums share great art with their publics. This gist will have a galvanizing effect 
on the narrative of contemporary art for our present and future audiences and will inspire the current and next generation of 
creative workers in our rapidly evolving industry.”

For further information on the D.Daskalopoulos Collection Gist 
www.ddcollection.org/en/the-gist   
#DDCollectionGist

Press contacts

Greek media 
Effie Lazaridou, Reliant, Elazaridou@reliant.gr +30 (0)6932 296 850

International media 
Abigail Varian, Sutton, abigail@suttoncomms.com +44 (0)7841 199 426

Notes to Editors
 
Dimitris Daskalopoulos (born 1957 in Athens, Greece) is an entrepreneur, the founder and Chairman of DAMMA Holdings 
SA, a financial services and investment company. He served as the Chairman of the Board of the Hellenic Federation of 
Enterprises (SEV) for 8 consecutive years (2006-2014). He is today SEV’s Honorary President. From 2013 to 2015 he served 
as BUSINESSEUROPE’s Vice President and from 1983 to 2007 he was the principal owner, Chairman and CEO of Delta 
Holdings/Vivartia SA, Greece’s largest food conglomerate.  He is the founder and Chairman of diaNEOsis (2015), a research 
think tank in Greece, which commissions studies and makes policy proposals on the major social and economic issues in 
Greece.  

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is a collector of contemporary art, the custodian of the D.Daskalopoulos Collection, Greece, and the 
founder of the NEON organization. He is also a Vice President of the Board of Trustees of the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Foundation, Chairman of the Collections Council of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, and a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, an active member of the Tate International Council, the Leadership 
Council of the New Museum, and a founding partner of the Whitechapel’s Future Fund.

The D.Daskalopoulos Collection founded in 2010 the post of The Daskalopoulos Curator, International Art at Tate, to focus on 
contemporary and emerging international art, specifically from non-western regions, central to Tate’s commitment to 
broadening the geographical scope of its collection. The D.Daskalopoulos Collection continues to fund this post, now 
renamed The Daskalopoulos Senior Curator, International Art (Africa, Asia & Middle East), which is currently held by Clara 
Kim. In 2013, Cildo Meireles’ Babel (2001) was purchased jointly by Tate (with the assistance of the Latin American 
Acquisitions Committee) and the D.Daskalopoulos Collection, as a promised gist to Tate.

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is a founding partner of the Whitechapel’s Future Fund (2011). His funding has enabled the 
Whitechapel Gallery to realize 3 projects over the next 4 years: a permanent post, The Daskalopoulos Director of Education 
& Public Programmes, currently held by Dr. Richard Martin, who runs the Gallery’s programme of learning with talks, events, 
courses, schools, family and community programmes; a new initiative, the NEON Curatorial Award; and a cultural 
programme between Athens and London, the NEON Curatorial Exchange.

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is also a supporter of the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art. In 2015, the D.Daskalopoulos 
Collection created and funded a new post, originally The Daskalopoulos Curator of Engagement, now renamed the 
Daskalopoulos Digital Producer and currently held by Lucy Armitage.

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is also a Vice President of the Board of Trustees of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation and 
Chairman of the Collections Council of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation. At the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation 
he has contributed to a discretionary curators’ fund for acquisitions, which he established as a gist to the Foundation. He has 
also been active in the support of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation (SRGF) acquisitions program through his 
membership of the International Director’s Council. In 2003, Mr. Daskalopoulos and the International Director’s Council 
jointly acquired Matthew Barney’s sculpture, Chrysler Imperial (2002), which aster 17 years of co-ownership was gisted in its 
entirety to the museum in 2020.

In 2017, the D.Daskalopoulos Collection created and funded a curatorial post at the museum, Daskalopoulos Curator, 
Contemporary Art. The position has been created in perpetuity, and is currently held by Guggenheim curator, Katherine 
Brinson.

In 2018, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation honored Dimitris Daskalopoulos at the Guggenheim International Gala for 
his innovative philanthropy in the arts.

In 2014, Independent Curators International (ICI) honored Dimitris Daskalopoulos with the Leo Award. The award 
acknowledged his visionary approach to collecting, through the D.Daskalopoulos Collection, and his work in establishing 
NEON, a non-profit organization committed to bringing contemporary culture closer to everyone in Greece.

Over the years he has contributed funds to facilitate exhibitions and acquisitions at major public art institutions worldwide, 
including Tate, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, MCA Chicago, the New Museum, Carnegie International, Venice 
Biennale the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Greece and the Athens Biennale.
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because of the exceptional calibre of the artists, from Louise Bourgeois to David Hammons to Mona Hatoum. Tate’s is a truly 
public collection, owned by and for the people, and these works will reach millions of visitors in our four galleries for 
generations to come. Even more importantly, our collection is a long-term resource for other museums to draw on, allowing 
us to reach even more people across the UK and the world each year.”

Katerina Gregos, Artistic Director of Greek National Museum of Contemporary Art (EMST) said: "This is the most significant 
gist in the twenty-year history of EMST in terms of both size and importance. It couldn’t come at a better moment: with Greece 
emerging from the recent debt crisis, the museum has just launched a new phase of full operation with a new artistic 
programme and a dynamic series of temporary exhibitions and events. The donation significantly enlarges and strengthens 
its existing collection holdings, further empowering the museum to fulfil its mission as the leading national institution for 
contemporary art in Greece and one of the flagship institutions in Southern Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean. We are 
indebted to Dimitris Daskalopoulos for his generosity, his trust, his civic-mindedness, and for the important contribution he 
is making towards the development of the museum." 

Madeleine Grynsztejn, Pritzker Director, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago said “Dimitris Daskalopoulos shares the 
MCA’s dedication to harnessing the art of our time as a catalyst for critical thinking, social change, and reflection, marked by 
an unwavering belief that art expands our collective imagination. This ground-breaking initiative centres collaboration 
between renowned museums on a global scale, facilitating the exchange of curatorial ideas and the invention of operational 
models, marking a new chapter in the way museums share great art with their publics. This gist will have a galvanizing effect 
on the narrative of contemporary art for our present and future audiences and will inspire the current and next generation of 
creative workers in our rapidly evolving industry.”

For further information on the D.Daskalopoulos Collection Gist 
www.ddcollection.org/en/the-gist   
#DDCollectionGist

Press contacts
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Effie Lazaridou, Reliant, Elazaridou@reliant.gr +30 (0)6932 296 850

International media 
Abigail Varian, Sutton, abigail@suttoncomms.com +44 (0)7841 199 426

Notes to Editors
 
Dimitris Daskalopoulos (born 1957 in Athens, Greece) is an entrepreneur, the founder and Chairman of DAMMA Holdings 
SA, a financial services and investment company. He served as the Chairman of the Board of the Hellenic Federation of 
Enterprises (SEV) for 8 consecutive years (2006-2014). He is today SEV’s Honorary President. From 2013 to 2015 he served 
as BUSINESSEUROPE’s Vice President and from 1983 to 2007 he was the principal owner, Chairman and CEO of Delta 
Holdings/Vivartia SA, Greece’s largest food conglomerate.  He is the founder and Chairman of diaNEOsis (2015), a research 
think tank in Greece, which commissions studies and makes policy proposals on the major social and economic issues in 
Greece.  

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is a collector of contemporary art, the custodian of the D.Daskalopoulos Collection, Greece, and the 
founder of the NEON organization. He is also a Vice President of the Board of Trustees of the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Foundation, Chairman of the Collections Council of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, and a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, an active member of the Tate International Council, the Leadership 
Council of the New Museum, and a founding partner of the Whitechapel’s Future Fund.

The D.Daskalopoulos Collection founded in 2010 the post of The Daskalopoulos Curator, International Art at Tate, to focus on 
contemporary and emerging international art, specifically from non-western regions, central to Tate’s commitment to 
broadening the geographical scope of its collection. The D.Daskalopoulos Collection continues to fund this post, now 
renamed The Daskalopoulos Senior Curator, International Art (Africa, Asia & Middle East), which is currently held by Clara 
Kim. In 2013, Cildo Meireles’ Babel (2001) was purchased jointly by Tate (with the assistance of the Latin American 
Acquisitions Committee) and the D.Daskalopoulos Collection, as a promised gist to Tate.

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is a founding partner of the Whitechapel’s Future Fund (2011). His funding has enabled the 
Whitechapel Gallery to realize 3 projects over the next 4 years: a permanent post, The Daskalopoulos Director of Education 
& Public Programmes, currently held by Dr. Richard Martin, who runs the Gallery’s programme of learning with talks, events, 
courses, schools, family and community programmes; a new initiative, the NEON Curatorial Award; and a cultural 
programme between Athens and London, the NEON Curatorial Exchange.

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is also a supporter of the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art. In 2015, the D.Daskalopoulos 
Collection created and funded a new post, originally The Daskalopoulos Curator of Engagement, now renamed the 
Daskalopoulos Digital Producer and currently held by Lucy Armitage.

Dimitris Daskalopoulos is also a Vice President of the Board of Trustees of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation and 
Chairman of the Collections Council of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation. At the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation 
he has contributed to a discretionary curators’ fund for acquisitions, which he established as a gist to the Foundation. He has 
also been active in the support of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation (SRGF) acquisitions program through his 
membership of the International Director’s Council. In 2003, Mr. Daskalopoulos and the International Director’s Council 
jointly acquired Matthew Barney’s sculpture, Chrysler Imperial (2002), which aster 17 years of co-ownership was gisted in its 
entirety to the museum in 2020.

In 2017, the D.Daskalopoulos Collection created and funded a curatorial post at the museum, Daskalopoulos Curator, 
Contemporary Art. The position has been created in perpetuity, and is currently held by Guggenheim curator, Katherine 
Brinson.

In 2018, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation honored Dimitris Daskalopoulos at the Guggenheim International Gala for 
his innovative philanthropy in the arts.

In 2014, Independent Curators International (ICI) honored Dimitris Daskalopoulos with the Leo Award. The award 
acknowledged his visionary approach to collecting, through the D.Daskalopoulos Collection, and his work in establishing 
NEON, a non-profit organization committed to bringing contemporary culture closer to everyone in Greece.

Over the years he has contributed funds to facilitate exhibitions and acquisitions at major public art institutions worldwide, 
including Tate, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, MCA Chicago, the New Museum, Carnegie International, Venice 
Biennale the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Greece and the Athens Biennale.
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